
Q&A 

New Condo Guide What went 
through your mind when you first 
found out you’d be transforming a 
recycling container into a living space?
Lisa Canning I can certainly say 
designing within the confines of a 
shipping container was a first, but the 
challenge of small-space design is one 
I am no stranger to. When considering 
the small footprint I had to work with, 
I thought about how to maximize 
the space without sacrificing style. 
And of course, I had to think about 
working with a retailer that had great, 
multifunctional, gorgeous pieces – and 
BoConcept immediately came to mind. 

NCG Who did you design this 
space for? Who was your 
envisioned “resident”?
LC The bank asked me to keep a 
family in mind, so I naturally thought of 
my own two children and the amount 
of toys we pack into our own small 
home. I considered smart storage 
for toys and practical areas for play. 
I also had to consider the adults in 
this family, so you’ll notice there is an 
office area and lots of compartments 
for grown-up stuff too.

NCG What was the biggest challenge?
LC The biggest challenge was how to 
not make the space feel overcrowded. 
I combated this challenge with a 
combination of colour palette and 
storage solutions. Working with the 
National Bank colour scheme of 
red, white, black and grey allowed 
me to create a bank of high-gloss 
white cabinets that, when closed, 
can disappear against the white 
wall. Limiting your colour palette – 
especially using white – can naturally 
make a space feel bigger as there  
are less interruptions as your eye 
scans a room.

The other key component of not 
making the space feel overcrowded is 
smart storage solutions. The functional 
coffee table from BoConcept has 
three streamlined compartments that, 
when opened, reveal practical storage. 
Moreover, I intentionally used high 
boards with full doors so that the visual 

clutter could remain concealed. Using as much concealed storage as possible is a 
great tip for streamlined small-space living. 

NCG Describe some of the techniques/elements used in turning this “container” into 
a usable, livable home.
LC I thought about the floor plan carefully, creating an intimate seating area 
grounded by a large area rug. I also paid attention to textiles, mixing leather, felt, 
woven embroidery and cashmere to soften the hard shell of the shipping container.

To me, a livable space is a comfortable space – and judging how many 
people came into the container, put their feet up and relaxed for a few moments, 
I think I succeeded! 

NCG What’s your favourite feature in this space?
LC There is an adorable piece of art by the Danish artist Poul Pava with the text  
“I Am Not Perfekt.” That piece is finding a home in my office to keep me humble!

Lisa Canning Interiors
lisacanning.ca 416.587.9780

The iNTerior DesiGN show is a meCCa for aLL 

things style – and this year’s show, held from January 
26-29 at the Metro Toronto Convention Centre, did not 
disappoint. You’ve no doubt heard the saying, “Go big or 
go home.” Well, Lisa Canning, designer and owner of Lisa 
Canning Interiors, proves that you can do small in a big way, 
as was on display at the National Bank Hub.

This mobile pop-up structure at featured at IDS was 
fashioned from a recycled shipping container, and reflects 
the latest in urban architecture trends. The reclaimed 
container was designed to open up in minutes, revealing 
an interactive space designed by Lisa and outfitted with 
contemporary furnishings by top shop BoConcept. Lisa 
takes us on a tour of this 16-by-24-ft. space.

INSIDe Lisa CaNNiNG’s 
smaLL buT sweeT spaCe 
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